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AGM election result 

 

At the AGM, Phil Minto was elected to fill the vacancy that Katie Renners resignation created. 

Congratulations Phil, I think you’ll find it a little different to the Pongaroar hunt committee. 

 

Possum numbers and TB 

At the AGM there was considerable discussion around the increase in sightings of possums 

compared to the past. 

The implications of a TB outbreak in the area and the financial implications for farmers were a 

point of obvious concern. This was made especially evident in comments from Lower Akitio and 

Owahanga catchment members.  

PPCC was asked if letters could be written to the relevant authorities outlining these concerns. 

However, it wasn’t clear if these observations were historical or recent, and as the regional council 

has recently completed its vector control program in the district this needs clarification and 

quantifying before proceeding as for any correspondence to be treated seriously it would need to 

be supported by fact not conjecture or anecdotes. 

We have the ability to conduct our own monitoring of possum numbers, indeed in certain areas we 

have “before vector control” chew card information and repeating these now would be an 

important step to confirm or deny that numbers are increasing despite control efforts. 

If you are truly concerned about possum numbers, please consider putting out some chew cards 

and just record where they were. Leave them for 10 days and bring them in. We will count up the 

results. 

You cant expect the PPCC to advocate on your behalf if you don’t help collect 

the information it needs to do this. 

 

  



Goat Capital of the Catchments 

It may not be a great claim to fame but it’s a fact. In case you haven’t seen the results these are 

some of the slides from the presentation at the AGM 

 

This is the total data collected from chew cards and the cameras 

 

Chew card info, the number in the circle is the number of cards that were put out in each 

catchment, the pyramids show where. 



 

Circle size represents the number of each species identified by different colours 

 

Individual animal results, Fallow and red deer numbers are combined 



 

Goats certainly seem to be our specialty subject 

 

I know some pig hunters that would dispute the low distribution of pigs within the area 



 

 

Possums, cats and mustilids (stoats, ferrets etc) seemed to be difficult to capture on camera. Not 

seeing them does not mean they aren’t there but rather cameras may not have been set to 

capture a good portion of the ground close by. 



 

 

 

A rough indication of the area likely to be covered by deer migrating round their home ranges 

 

A second round of monitoring is now underway so if you want another go get in touch. This will 

give us information on movement  around the district. 



Follow up meeting on the Pest monitor results 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the monitoring by having cameras and chew cards on 

their properties. The monitoring work is ongoing so if you would like a second go round get in 

contact. 

Currently the results for the catchment are being assembled on larger more detailed maps than 

those presented at the AGM. These will also contain new data that wasn’t available at that time 

giving a fuller picture of what’s out there. These will be presented to the group on the  

15th of October at 7 pm @ Pongaroa Hotel 

Where we will review the results. 

We will hear from John Hart on some programs and strategies that have been successful in the 

Wairarapa, ask for people’s opinions on what we need to do, how we could do it and hear from 

Phil as to his plans.  

What happens next is ultimately up to individual landowners, some may actively wish to participate 

in a management program, some may offer access to their properties but have no interest in 

becoming personally involved and some may wish not to become involved or manage the issue on 

their own. 

Some will see these animals as an asset, some will see them as a pest and some might not see 

them at all. In all cases however they have a financial impact. 

Having participated in the monitor there is no obligation to participate further in a culling regime 

Personally I feel it important as much as possible for locals who know the area, are willing and 

competent to be involved in any activities that subsequently are undeertaken. 


